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Hanks, Rodrigues agree

to Congressional forum

in Yountville
Thompson refuses to debate in Napa,

Sonoma, or Lake
Candidates for the First Congressional District will be

attending a forum at the Yountville Community Center on

October 8 at 7pm. The incumbent, Congressman Mike

Thompson, has consented to only two debates in late Octo-

ber, when many vote-by-mail constituents will have already

sent in their ballots.

“We’ve extended the invitation to the Green Partycan-

didate, Carol Wolman, and we hope she will be there,”

Hanks announced. “And we hope Mike Thompson will re-

By Harry V. Martin

The City of Oakland has 412,200 people. It is

riddled with murders, all types of crimes, housing is-

sues. The City Manager of Oakland is paid $214,000

to handle the ever so burdening problems of Oakland.

The City of Hayward has 146,027 residents and its

City Manager makes $222,851 a year.

Oakland is 5.35 times bigger than the City of

Napa. The City of Hayward is twice the size of Napa –

and this is to name but two cities of 481 city/town

managers. Yet Napa City Manager, Mike Parness, is

paid $237,704 a year plus benefits. Some of his perks

include a $200,000 housing allowance; twice the

amount of money placed into his 401k than any other

management, City Councilmembers or even the former

manager. He has a car allowance and an expense ac-

count. His retirement benefits will be astronomical.

Previous to taking the position in Napa, the City Man-

ager had a secretary and assistant City Manager in her

office. Parness has added a risk management, public

relations, and is attempting to get a human resource

officer added to his office during a time the City has a

$9.3 million deficit. Fire and Police personnel were

cut but not these new management positions.

Parness managed to squeeze out our solid man-

agers and replace them with friends he knew in other

cities. Parness was fired by the Walnut Creek City

Council over issues of this nature and came to Napa.

He is ranked number 16 in a list of over 400 city

managers. His record of helping small businesses is

dismal to say the least. Not allowing the businesses

the right to operate and yet letting other businesses

operate property that was denied former owners of

that property.

He drove the City into a $9.3 million deficit and

blamed it on the recession while still adding new types

of management positions to be opened up. He was

instrumental in allowing $5 million of City money to

be used for a garage down by the County building and

did not provide those funds for the building of the

Browns Valley Fire Station or help prevent flooding

along Napa Creek despite years of promises to the

residents that the Creek would be a high priority.

Parness even has a contract with the City that

should a newly elected Council fire him he would re-

ceive a severance package of nine months salary.

This article appeared two weeks ago but was distored

on the page. We therefore are repeating this week.

By Harry V. Martin

Last week the Napa Sentinel detailed an effort by a

very powerful group of Yountville business interests to

smear Yountville Mayoral Candidate Robert Stryk. Due

to the amount of inquiries and calls we have received at

the Sentinel, we have decided to release a few of the

emails that corroborate efforts to discredit Mr. Stryk.

Newly released documents from the California

Secretary’s of State of Office show that Vice Mayor John

Dunbar has raised an eye opening $11,247.25 for the

Mayor’s race in Yountville. According to the California

Secretary of State’s Office and the California Fair Politi-

cal Practices Commission, there has never been this much

money raised or spent on a local Yountville election be-

fore.

What is also interesting is that Dunbar has received

contributions and endorsements from those that have
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YOUNTVILLE VICEMAYOR JOHN DUNBAR TIED TO CORRUPTION?


