	A Message from Ben Lopez 
Look Beyond the Mudslinging

Pro-Family Advocate, Traditional Values Coalition
State Chairman (2007-2009), Young Republican Federation of California 


	

	Greetings!
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During one of the most negative campaign seasons in recent years, I am proud to have witnessed the one campaign that has stood out as a beacon of positivity; that is until now. 

The Republican Primary campaign for California's Fifth Assembly District has largely been focused  on the issues, as each of the six candidates talked primarily about why they felt they were most qualified to serve as the next assemblyman from this district.

Then one candidate, Andy Pugno, sent out a fund-raising message to supporters which included the following:

"...as the election draws near my five opponents in the race have resorted to personal attacks and mudslinging in last-ditch, desperate attempts to tear me down and sway the election."
 
To what exactly does Mr. Pugno attribute this bold statement? Think about it, he does not accuse one or some, but ALL FIVE of his opponents of playing dirty politics. This is odd, since at least three of the five have done little to no campaigning. And the other two have both spent the few resources they have to promote themselves.
 
This is not the first time that Mr. Pugno has mis-characterized his opponents in an attempt to manipulate supporters to donate to his campaign. Most of the $500,000 plus he's raised during the campaign came in response to pleas in which he claimed he needed it because the establishment was recruiting a supposedly "liberal" candidate to run against him. He stated that he would use the money to defeat a pro-gay marriage liberal. 

However, Pugno has spent over a quarter of a million dollars against Craig DeLuz. Craig by no means is an "establishment" candidate. Craig is by no means "liberal."  Craig is a long-time conservative activist in the Fifth Assembly District.  He lives and is elected to school board in the district. For years, he has donated his time and talent toward advancing conservative causes. He has worked within the Pro-life movement for years and fought to help pass Proposition 8. Craig isn't some candidate you only hear about at election time. Craig's fingerprints are everywhere in the district and community he has served.  Does that sound like a liberal to you?

It's disingenuous to label Craig as an "establishment" candidate when most of the current party officials have been pushing Pugno himself. Just look at the money trail!

I suppose when you show up on the scene with no track record within the district you need over a quarter million dollars plus to sell yourself to voters and disparage others. 

One has to wonder just how far Mr. Pugno will go to misrepresent his opponents, his campaign or himself in order to win. Campaigns should be about the issues and each candidate's vision on how to address those issues. To resort to mudsling or false accusations of such should have no place in such a race. 


I implore all Republicans in the 5th Assembly District to please give great consideration to a man that has been among the rank and file grassroots conservatives in the district for years-that man is Craig DeLuz! Longtime conservative activists who have been on the front lines, like me, know Craig is a reliable servant in our fight to preserve our freedom, preserve the family, and restrain government. When we need a trusted and reliable defender of the cause, we call on Craig DeLuz!

Please see beyond the mudslinging and vote for Craig DeLuz!


	Thank you for your time. Thank you for your support.

Respectfully,
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Benjamin Lopez

Pro-Family Advocate, Traditional Values Coalition
State Chairman (2007-2009), Young Republican Federation of California 

And I kindly ask that you affirm that support today by helping Craig out financially.



