Dear Aaron,

My name is Richard Choi, one of the key organizers of the Korean American Democratic Committee
~ that was founded in the aftermath of the 1992 Los Angeles Riots with the belief that Korean Americans
 must participate dlrectly in the Amencan polrtlca! process to achieve our community’s objectrves b
served as president of the organization for its first two terms, and am happy to note that our
community’s young generation is active as well. Currently, setting aside my business for a while, 1am |
serving as the Vice Chairman of Congressman Mike Honda’s Campaign Finance Commrttee in Ilght of
the |mportance and urgent nature of hrs re-electlon effort :

During my 25 years of supporting political. candldates in order to increase the Korean Amerrcan
community’s political empowerment, | have not come across a more remarkable elected official than
Congressman Mike Honda. When | met him in the latter half of the 1990s, he was servrng as a member
of the California Assembly after spending his career in education as a high school science teacher and
principal. He was a good friend of his district’s Korean American community; someone who enjoyed
soju and galbi with Korean friends. After discovering that Callforma law prohibited serving sojuin’
restaurants because of its status as a distilled spirit, he succeeded in changing the law in Callfornla to
allow Koreans to enjoy soju at Korean restaurants.

In 1999, then Assemblyman Mike Honda was paying attention to the atrocities committed against

Korean ‘comfort women” by Japanese soldiers during WWII. He succeeded in having the Cahfornla

State Senate and Assembly adopt Assembly Joint Resolution 27, urging the Japanese government to

sincerely atone for Japan’s World War I atrocmes and to compensate the victims, including Korean
“comfort women.” :

While his father served in the United States Military Intelligence Service during WWII, Mike, along with
his family, were forced into an Américan "mternment camp” because of their Japanese ancestry. Mike,
a third generation Japanese American,, never forgot the experience of th|s injustice, and he is a fervent
- protector of human rlghts across the globe

' : Notmg that the U.S. government eventually compensated Japanese Americans along with issuing an
apology for their unfair suffering, Mike Honda firmly believes the Japanese government should note its
own history, and must sincerely apologize to all of the “comfort women” who were victims ofJapanese _
atrocities along with offering fair and just compensation.

During the 1930s through World War II, the Japanese imperial Army sexually enslaved over 200,000
young women from across the Asia—Pacific—including K'or_e'_an, Chinese, Dutch, and Indonesian women.
~ However, without an ounce of reflection and atonement for this systematic atrocity, the Japanese
government of Prime Minister Abe has embarked on the campaign of deception and denial. For
~ instance, the Abe Administration is engaged in a revisionist historical campaign to portray the 1993
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MIKE HONDA FOR CONGRESS

2050 Gateway Place, Suite 100, PMB 218
San Jose, CA 95110
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F2Z Check & Credit Card 2 A3 RME Hujch

— Charge my contribution to my petsonal credit card for the amount of §

_ Visa____Amex ____ MasterCard

3 8+ Name on Card:

Credit Card# Exp:

Signature

An individual may contribute 2 maximum amount of $2,600 per election to a federal candidate. Federal
multi-candidate political action committees (PACs) may contribute $5,000 per election. Contributions
from cotporations, labor organization treasuty funds, foreign nationals, and federal government
contractors are prohibited. Cotpotations and individuals are strictly prohibited from reimbursing another

person for making a contribution to Honda for Congtess. To comply with federal law, we must use out
best efforts to obtain and report the name, mailing address, occupation and employer of all individuals

whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 per election cycle.

Name: Email:
Occupation: Employer:
Address: City: State:
ZipCode: Phone:(H) I (W)
FEC ID # C00351379
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